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Strong feelings of hostility which are closely linked to fear of castration and feelings of guilt and inferiority may at times force a neurotic individual to choose as a sexual object a person with physical deformities.

A twenty-four-year-old engineering student, single, entered analysis with complaints of fears of cancer, brain tumor, insanity; of murderous impulses towards his mother, a nephew, and his mistress; and of indecisiveness, especially regarding marriage. He had fears of developing encephalitis and paralysis agitans, which his father had had, as punihsment for 'abnormal sexual relations'. He had first consulted a physician at the age of nineteen when, following a wrestling match, he experienced pain in the back and generalized muscular twitchings. Three years later, after the death of his father, all of his symptoms became manifest. He masturbated frequently with sexual fantasies about his mother. He worried that his father's 'brain disease' was the result of ma

